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Harmony Singing Workshop 

(Kamikaze Karaoke)

Kum ba ya  =  1   3   5

Harmony is based on the way vocal chords vibrate to make sounds. If you sing something that is not the melody, and it fits with the key, you are doing it, you are singing harmony.

The melody is demanding and boring, everybody knows what it’s going to do. To sing a melody you need to keep rhythm, know the words, and be able to match tones. 

On the other hand, some pitches are out of our vocal range, so we just can’t hope to sing that high or low, and some notes sound almost the same.

The first and the fifth notes of the scale sound almost the same, even to trained ears. So it’s no wonder that some people have trouble carrying a tune.

Not all cultures hear the same tones the same way. The major and minor scales are our culture’s usual way of hearing and singing music. Some cultures use five toned scales, some start the scale on different notes in the series. 

Maybe the people who have trouble are actually more sensitive to what they are hearing, or maybe they don’t know the words, or maybe they can’t sing that high or low.

For all these problems, singing harmony is an easy solution. 

- You don’t have to sing more than one or two notes

- you don’t need words,
- you don’t even need to know the melody. 

Learning to sing harmony is just an outgrowth of learning to sing. Because it’s based on the interaction of sound waves, you can actually feel it. Sounds that don’t fit clash so severely, that most people will sing in key even if they can’t match pitches or carry a tune. 

Use Violin to demonstrate tension and resolution.

Play two notes on the violin, add a third with the voice to resolve or , create tension.


Move from I to IV to V……demonstrate tension and release

The Key is the tone of the first and last tone of the scale, and is the note that the music is built around.  All keys are the same. Changing keys just makes the melody come out higher or lower in pitch. We use an eight tone scale.

Steps between         1        1     ½      1        1        1     ½ 

Names:               Do
 Re
  Mi  Fa       So
La      Ti  Do


Number:               1         2        3    4         5        6        7   8

Letter:                   C        D        E   F         G        A       B  C

The keys of C major and A minor are the only ones that don’t have any sharps or flats. 

(maybe demonstrate formation of sharp and flat keys)

Training your ears is very important. Listen to plenty of music and harmony singing to get familiar with the sound of harmonies and the musical moves that harmony parts make. Listen to duets and add the third part or listen to stars singing choral music....Luciano Pavarotti sings Christmas Carols….you can practice Silent Night over and over with the biggest and the best.

Major and Minor Chords

Stringed instruments and voices may sound like they are only singing or playing one note, but they are actually making many notes at once: the primary tone and several overtones. 

Of all these tones that you hear at once, the first, third and fifth notes of the scale are most prominent. When these notes are sung or played together, they make what our culture thinks of as harmony sounds…. Major and minor chords
Major and Minor chord demonstration         major         1,    3,        5

   minor         1,   3flat,     5 

Three chords are needed to generate all the notes of the major or minor scales:

In the key of C:        I =  C  E  G         IV =  F  A  C        V  =   G  B  D

I chord,     IV chord       & V chord        make the song.

     (Kum = 1      ba = 3         ya =  5)     makes a chord

If you sing something that’s not the melody and it fits with the chord that’s being played, you are singing harmony. 

Your job as an improvising harmonizer is to find a note that fits the first chord, move when you must to fit the chord progression and melody, and eventually get back to where you started. 

The Bass part often bounces around the first note of the chord, moving in a rhythmic pattern, other parts tend to move stepwise. 
If you feel the need to move either up or down, just go… but go in steps until you reach someplace comfortable… and then get back to where you started. Pole vaulting from chord to chord can be fun, but moving in steps adds motion and tension, and you won’t get lost as easily.

From the Key of C example above:

- some notes like C and G,  the first and fifth notes of the scale, will fit in two of the three chords. 

-  E and B… the second and seventh notes of the scale,  only work in the G chord

-  F and  A  the fourth and sixth notes, are found only fit the F Chord. 

Movement from one chord to the next follows the melody’s exploration away from the I chord, which is “home base.”  A simple song will usually start and end on the I chord. 

The V chord is almost always followed by the I chord. The V chord is the most different from the I chord and the IV chord, and of the three, it has the most musical tension, and wants to resolve to I. Harmonies amplify and resolve tension in the melody.

Lean on the melody and the other parts, make them beat against your voice. Push on them, move them toward the next chord or hold back until the last minute. Follow the melody or answer it or move in the opposite direction from it.

Arpegiate chords (aarpa = harp), typical rock blues progression

Rock and Roll is Here to Stay

I              

Rock and roll is here to stay, it will never die

IV



  I

it  'll  go down is history, though I dont know why

V


IV

I


        V




I don't care what people say, rock and roll is here to stay

Rock, rock, rock...oh baby  

I chord   

(down to VI minor)

rock, rock, rock....oh baby      
VI minor chord 
(down to IV)

rock, rock, rock....oh baby      
IV chord

(up to V) 

rock, rock, rock....oh baby      
V chord 

(back to I)

The typical blues song:

- starts on the I chord,       I’m going to Germany, I’ll be back some old day 

-  goes to IV,                      I’m going to Germany, I’ll be back some old day 

-  then back to I, up to V    I’m going to Germany, 

-  and back to I 

     I’ll be back some old day           (I, IV, I, V turnaround)
Pachelbel Canon in D
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Will the circle be unbroken:   Major / Minor

Jamaica Farewell
Down the way where the nights are gay and the sun shines daily on the mountaintop

I took a trip on a sailing ship and when I reached Jamaica I made a stop

Chorus:

But I’m sad to say I’m on my way, won’t be back for many a day

My heart is down my head is turning around I had to leave a little girl in Kingston Town.

Down at the market you can hear ladies cry out while on their heads they bear

Aqui rice, salt fish are nice, and the rum is fine any time of year

Worried Man Blues
It takes a Worried Man to sing a worried song  234 

It takes a Worried Man to sing a worried song  234

It takes a Worried Man to sing a worried song 23

I’m worried now but I won’t be worried long

Sloop John B

We Come on the Sloop John B, My grandfather and Me

Down to Nassau Town we did roam

Drinkin all night, got into a fight, I feel so broke up…. I wanna to go home

So hoist up the John B’s sail, See how the mainsail sets

Call for the captain ashore and let me go home

Let me go home, I wanna go home…..I feel so broke up, I wanna go home

Oh the first mate he got drunk, broke into somebody’s trunk

Constable had to come and take him away

Sherriff John Stone, why won’t you leave me alone

This is the worst trip I’ve ever been on

Yer Cheatin’ Heart

Your cheatin heart will make you weep.ou’ll cry and cry and try to sleep

but sleep won’t come the whole night through

your cheatin heart will tell on you

I


  IV

       I

When tears come down like fallin rain



 II
  

      V




you’ll toss a-round, you’ll call my name

you’ll walk the floor the whole night through

your cheatin heart will tell on you

All Through the Night

Sleep my child and peace attend thee, 

all through the night.

Guardian angels god will send thee,

all through then night.

Soft the drowsy hours are creeping, 

hill and vale in slumber steeping. 

Breathes a pure and holy feeling,

all through the night.

While the moon her watch is keeping, 

all through the night.

While the weary world is sleeping,

all though the night.

We Shall Overcome
We shall overcome, we shall overcome, we shall overcome some day.

Oh deep in my heart, I do believe, that we shall overcome some day.

Far Away

Far Away, far away, far away across the beautiful ocean
am I bound to sail all alone, far away across the beautiful sea

Like a moth to a flame, like a moth to a flame I was drawn

To your love, in the night, like a dream

Like a bird in a storm, I was tired and searching for shelter

I found more in your arms, now you’re gone

Blowin’ in the Wind

How many roads must a man walk down, before you call him a man

How many seas must a white dove sail, before she sleeps in the sand

How many times must the cannonballs fly, before they forever are banned

The answer my friend is blowin in the wind, the answer is blowing in the wind

How many times must a man look up, before he can see the sky

How many ears must one man have, before he can hear people cry

And how many deaths will it take till he knows that too many people have died

The answer my friend is blowin in the wind. The answer is blowin in the wind.

How many years can a mountain exist, before it is washed to the sea

How many years can some people exist, before they’re allowed to be free

And how many times can a man turn his head, and pretend that he just doesn’t see

The answer my friend is blowin in the wind. The answer is blowin in the wind.

Pack Up Your Sorrows
No use crying, talking to a stranger, Naming the sorrows you've seen. Too many sad times, too many bad times, nobody knows what you mean. 

Chorus:
But if somehow you could pack up your sorrows…, and give them all to me,                      You would lose them, I know how to use them…., Give them all to me. 

No use rambling, walking in the shadows, Trailing a wandering star.                                 No one beside you, no one to hide you, Nobody knows where you are. 

Chorus

No use roaming, lying by the roadside, Seeking a satisfied mind.                                    Too many highways, too many byways, And nobody's walking behind. 

Chorus
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Oh beautiful for spacious skies, for amber waves of grain

For purple mountain’s majesty, above the fruited plain

America, America, God shed his grace on thee, 

And crown thy good with brotherhood, from sea to shining sea.

O beautiful for pilgrim feet, Whose stern, impassioned stress
A thoroughfare for freedom beat, Across the wilderness!
America! America! God mend thine every flaw
And firm thy soul in self control, Thy liberty in law.

O beautiful for heroes proved, In liberating strife
Who more than self their country loved, And mercy more than life!
America! America! God thy gold refine
Til all success be nobleness, And every gain divine

O beautiful for patriot dream, That sees beyond the years
Thine alabaster cities gleam, Undimmed by human tears
America! America! God shed His grace on thee
And crown thy good with brotherhood, From sea to shining sea
